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For the uninitiated, Afrofuturism is a fluid ideology shaped by generations of artists, musicians, scientists and activists whose goal is to reconstruct Blackness in culture. Reflected in the life and works of such figures as Octavia Butler, Sojourner Truth, Sun Ra and Janelle Monáe, Afrofuturism is a cultural plan to guide society. The term was coined by Dery in 1993, but born in the minds of enslaved Africans who prayed for their lives and
the lives of their descendants along the terrible Middle Passage. The first Afrofuturists envisioned a society without the bondage of oppression— both physical and social. Afrofuturism imagines a future void for white supremacy's thoughts and structures that violently oppressed black communities. Afrofuturism evaluates the past and future to create better relationships for the current generation of black people through the use of
technology, often presented through art, music and literature. While black activists call for the abolition of prisons and the dismantling of the police state, Afrofuturism emerges as a guide to pushing society into a future full of black empowerment. In Afrofuturism, we imagine ourselves creating whole worlds where we not only achieve greatness, but we thrive in our own culture. There's a reason why films like Black Panther and novels
written by Octavia Butler resonate so much in the African diaspora, says Nova Sparks, author of the Dome trilogy. We see the opportunities for a community of black men and women steeped in our history but also embrace our progress while protecting both as a means of survival. Seeing this can and has inspired more of us to invest in our communities, continue to dominate in the STEM field and art, and to move forward in our quest
to reach back to our communities by creating opportunities and guidance for our young people. Existing power structures deny a future for black youth fighting for the ability to fully evolve into personality, a privilege historically denied to black communities. According to Tim Fielder, graphic writer and creator of INFINITUM: An AfroFuturist Tale and Matty's Rocket, we have the power to show what an inclusive future looks like. We can
show what ergonomic housing and transport, food and water equality, as well as the dismantling of systemic racism, look like. When a story is embedded with these visuals, it takes on a more powerful connective tissue. It's afrofuturism. Whether intentional or not, Afrofuturism has been woven into social movements that worked toward white supremacy to move toward a future in which radicalism is seen not as something to be fought,
but a societal good. I am truly inspired and happy about how black people are using this time of crisis to insist on new ways of structuring society and how we can care for each other outside the statute of limitations – I think of food stations, securities support funds and other forms of in our communities. But this time has been difficult, people die, people have uncertainty in terms of housing and food; but we see examples every day of
black people imagining new ways of being and hopefully thriving in this world, says Nathan Alexander Moore, author and PhD candidate. And it's always amazing, it's always beautiful. We literally see black people trying to build and adopt a different future every day, and that's really what keeps me going. It is this ancestral spirit that has led generations of black-led movements in the United States — the Mississippi Freedom Summer,
the Stonewall riots and the current Movement for Black Lives. In the midst of a public health crisis, communities are fighting institutions that fear a fair future because equality will end. This fight includes supporting each other through bail aids, the provision of basic needs and the influence of protection for key workers who are more likely to contract COVID-19. Although many of us begin to believe that anything is possible, it can be
difficult to hold on to that vision of the future, where a person can be whole, can strive for greatness outside the bounds or perceptions of reality. But these practices are essential to the heart of Afrofuturism, a belief in the necessity of striving for liberation, a generational investment in a society against harmful power structures. Faith black protesters when they sing: I've been in the future. We won. Because they already have. Getty
Images Hi, my name is Jen, and I don't use a cell phone. I also don't have my own laptop, desktop, iPad, iPod or an e-reader of any kind. Don't look for me on Facebook or Vine. And forget about a Finsta, since I don't care how the usual Insta works. As for Twitter, I was required to join it this year for a writing assignment, but I've only tweeted once - and made several mistakes in the process. I hear LinkedIn can be useful to me as a
freelancer and that Foursquare will tell people where I eat Thai food tonight. But honestly, I'd rather chew tin foil than figure out this program - or anything else. I hate technology. It's the trajectory of my existence. I'm content to be left behind. Of course, I have access to the above devices and social media platforms. My husband Billy passed along his old laptop so I can use it for work and send emails (although I'm told that no one likes
email anymore, it's all about texting, sighing...). He also has an airy iPad or is it an iPad Air? I'm not sure if it's the first version or second (or what this itself means), but it looks pretty handsome in its purple case. My 16-year-old daughter got a Kindle Paperwhite for her birthday last year, and she helped me download a novel (I can't upload anything, download or sideways). This seemed like a good idea at the time (the book was All the
Light We Didn't see, a hefty tome of more than 500 pages). But I have had to ask completely on the subway for help with the Bookmark option. There is also a way to make the screen brighter, the font bigger, and look up words I do not know, but I will be cursed if I find out. Give me a real book at any time of the week (I'm the proud owner of two library cards from a couple of fine institutions). Apparently TV in our basement has HD
capability, although I had owned it for several years before a guest at a Super Bowl party showed me how to turn on this feature (add 7 before the channel - who knew?). Yes, I had seen Ranger hockey and Wimbledon all the time in standard definition. I've also been told that the TV is smart, which means it's possible to stream entertainment from the web. I'm devoted to House of Cards and would love to see it right now, but of course
I can't bother getting a Roku (or learning to install it). Guess I'll just sit tight and wait for it to come out on good old-fashioned disk (just a few months!) However, I can record TV shows, which might make you think I'm up to date on Better Call Saul and Mad Men. But unfortunately, when I clicked to watch a programme recently - the latest edition of the excellent BBC America crime series Broadchurch - I realised it had stopped recording
after just three episodes. I almost cried. Billy casts his eyes on my stubborn, low-tech life and has tried to foist his old flip phone on me. I have it in my bag, but it's never charged. People call me so often that he's recorded a message saying: Don't leave a voicemail here for Jen - just call her home. Isn't that what the landline is for? Does technology have to control my life? Why do phones beep all the time and texts always fly? And do
conversations need to be snatched? No thanks - I don't want to Skype with you or play Scrabble-like games online or be added to Google+. Call me crazy, but I'm happy to live without technology (wait, you can't call - my phone is dead!) Just try me at home. Or knock on my door. That's right, I don't have a doorbell either. Related stories: • Why don't I be ashamed to have a housekeeper • I was the fattest hiker on the mountain • Do
the kids need their own tablets? This content is created and maintained by a third party and imported into this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to find more information about this and similar content on piano.io Not sure which way your essay will follow? Formatting an essay may not be as interesting as choosing a topic to write about or carefully making elegant sentences, but it is an extremely
important part of making a high-quality paper. In this article, we explain essay formatting rules for three of the most popular essay styles: MLA, APA and Chicago. For each, we will make a high-level overview of what the essay's structure and references should look like, then we include a comparison chart with nitty-gritty details for each for example, which font you should use for each and whether they are a by Oxford comma. We also
include information about why essay formatting is important and what to do if you're not sure which style to use. Why is the essay format important? Does it matter what font size you are using, or exactly how to quote a source in the paper? It can! Style formats were developed as a way to standardize how pieces of writing and their works quoted lists should look like. Why is this necessary? Let's say you're a teacher, researcher, or
publisher who reviews dozens of papers a week. If the papers did not follow the same formatting rules, you can waste a lot of time figuring out which sources were used, if certain information is a direct offer or rewritten, even who the newspaper's author is. Having essay formatting rules to follow makes things easier for everyone involved. Authors can follow a set of guidelines without trying to decide for themselves which formatting
choices are best, and readers don't have to go looking for the information they're trying to find. Next, we discuss the three most common style formats for essays. MLA Essay Format MLA style was designed by the Modern Language Association, and it has become the most popular college essay format for students who write papers for the class. It was originally developed for students and researchers in the literature and language
fields to have a standardized way of formatting their papers, but it is now used by people of all disciplines, especially the humanities. MLA is often the style teachers prefer their students to use because it has simple, clear rules to follow without unnecessary inclusions often not required for school papers. For example, unlike APA or Chicago styles, the MLA doesn't require a title page for a paper, just a header in the upper-left corner of
the page. MLA style has no specific requirements for how to write your essay, but an MLA format essay will usually follow the standard essay format for an introduction (ending with a thesis statement), multiple body paragraphs and a conclusion. One of the nice things about creating your works quoted for MLA is that all references are structured in the same way, regardless of whether they are a book, newspaper, etc. It is the only
essay format style that makes quoting references so easy! Here is a guide on how to quote a source in MLA format. When you write up your works quoted, here are some MLA format essay rules to keep in mind: The works quoted since should be the last paper in your paper. This page should still be double-spaced and include the running header in the last name and page number. It should start with Works Cited at the top of the
page, centered. Your works quoted should be organized in alphabetical order, based on the first word of the quote. APA Essay Format APA stands for American Psychological Association. This type of format is most often used for research articles, especially those in behavioural sciences (such as psychology and neuroscience) and social sciences (in total archaeology to economics). Because APA is often used for more research-
focused papers, they have a more specific format to follow compared to, for example, MLA style. All APA style papers begin with a title page, which contains the title of the paper (in capital letters), your name, and your institutional affiliation (if you're a student, this is just the name of the school you're attending). APA recommends that the title of the paper is no longer than 12 words. After the title page, the paper begins with an
abstract. The abstract is a single paragraph, usually between 150 and 250 words, that summarizes your research. It should include the topic you are researching, research questions, methods, results, analysis and a conclusion that touches on the importance of the research. Many people find it easier to write the abstract last, after completing the paper. After the abstract comes the paper itself. APA essay format recommends papers
be short, direct, and make their point clear and succinct. This is not the time to use flourishing language or unnecessary descriptions. The paper should contain all the parts mentioned in the abstract, each extended on. Following the paper is the list of references used. Unlike MLA style, in APA essay format, each source type is referenced differently. So the rules for referring to a book are different from those to refer to a journal article
differs from those that refer to an interview. Here's a guide on how to refer to different source types in APA format. Your references should begin on a new page that says REFERENCES at the top, centered. The references should be listed in alphabetical order. Chicago Essay Format Chicago style (sometimes referred to as Turabian style) was developed by the University of Chicago Press and is usually the least used by students of
the three major essay style formats. The Chicago Manual of Style (currently on its 17th edition) contains within its 1000+ pages every rule you need to know for this style. This is a very comprehensive style, with a rule for everything. It is most often used in story-related fields, although many refer to The Chicago Manual of Style for help with a difficult quote or essay format question. Many book authors use this style as well. Like APA,
the Chicago style begins with a title page, and it has very specific format rules for doing what's posted in the chart below. After the title page can come an abstract, depending on whether you write a research article or not. Then comes the essay itself. The essay can either follow the introduction → body format → the MLA or the different parts included in the APA section. Again, this depends on whether you write an article about
research you have conducted or not. Unlike the MLA or APA, the Chicago style typically uses footnotes or endnotes instead of in-text or parenthetical quotes. You place the superscript number at the end of the sentence (for a footnote) or the end of the page an endnote), and then have an abbreviated source reference at the bottom of the page. The sources will then be fully referenced at the end of the paper, in the order of their
footnote/endnote numbers. The reference page should be titled Bibliography if you used footnotes/endnotes or References if you used parenthetic author/date in text quotes. The comparison chart below is a chart that compares different formatting rules for APA, Chicago, and MLA styles. Times New Roman (preferred) Times, Palatino, or Times New Roman Times New Roman or another easily legible serif font Header or Title Page
Rules Title page. The title page should be centered, double-premises, and include: Papers title Your name school or institution you are affiliated with the Title page. The words should be centered and follow this format: Press Enter 7 times so that you are a third of the way down the page. Enter the paper's title in uppercase letters. Type full name and press Enter. Type the name of your course and press Enter. Header. At the top left of
the paper's first page, the header should follow this format (double-delimited): Your full name Teacher's name The name of the class The date you turn in the paper After a double space, the paper's title (centered) include the author's last name and publishing year, for example (Williams 2015). If it's a direct offer, include the page number as well, for example (Williams 2015, p.89). Footnotes are generally preferred. If footnotes are
used, include a full quote at the bottom of the page the first time a source is mentioned, and an abbreviated quote [Author's last name, page number] for later quotes of the same source. If author/date style is used, it contains the author's last name and publishing year, for example (Williams 2015). Include the author's last name and page numbers, for example (Williams p.89). Or the author's name can be mentioned in the text before
the quotation mark, and only the page number (in parentheses) follows the quote. Only when necessary for clarity Use word for numbers below 10 and digits 10 and later. Use word for numbers 0 to 100 and digits for numbers above 100. Spell out numbers that can be written as one or two words. Use digits for numbers that are more than words or precede a measurement or label (for example, 6 tablespoons or 4 chapters). All
paragraphs indented 1/2 an inch All paragraphs indented 1/2 an inch All paragraphs indented 1/2 an inch Direct quotation marks that are 40 or more words should be in block format. Direct quotation marks that are 100 or more words or longer than 5 lines of text should be in block format. Direct quotation marks longer than 4 lines should be written in block format. Running header/page numbers On the title page, read Running Head:
[PAPER TITLE] On all subsequent pages, simply read PAPER TITLE that is eligible on the left. Page numbers should also be included, justified on the right at the top of each page. Includes page numbers in the upper-right corner of each page, not including the title page. At the top right of each page, there should be a running heading with your last name and page number, such as Williams 4. Double-distance deals (excluding block
offers)
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